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Through him, and with him, and in him, O God, almighty Father, in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit, all glory and honor is yours, for ever and ever. At Mass, through, with, and in Jesus, the 

King of the Universe, we give glory and honor to God the Father. It was also through, in, and for 

Jesus, that the universe was created. 

Today in Paul’s letter to the Colossians we heard, “For in him, were created all things in 

heaven and on earth, … all things were created through him and for him. … He is before all 

things, and in him, all things hold together.” 

In 1916, Albert Einstein published his theory of relativity. His theory seemed to confirm 

that the universe had existed forever and was unchanging. Then in 1933, the Belgian 

mathematician, physicist, and Catholic priest Georges Lemaître traveled with Albert Einstein to 

California for a series of seminars. 

After Fr. Lemaître presented his theory on the origin of the universe, Einstein stood up, 

applauded, and said, "This is the most beautiful and satisfactory explanation of creation to which 

I have ever listened." 

Fr. Georges Lemaître described the beginning of the universe as a burst of fireworks, 

comparing galaxies to burning embers, spreading out in a growing sphere from the center of the 

burst. He believed this burst of fireworks was the beginning of time, taking place on what he 

called, "a day without yesterday." 

Later his theory would be called the Big Bang. And decades later, other scientists came to 

accept the Big Bang as fact. 

In 1998 the science world discovered that the universe was not contracting or remaining 

unchanged, which many scientists still believed. They discovered that the universe is expanding 

at an increasing rate, just as Fr. Lemaître had proposed decades earlier. 

Through Him and with Him, the universe came into being. And in Him, the universe 

remains in being. 

The next time you are outside at night, look up into the sky and see the stars, marvel at 

the vastness and power of God’s creation. We cannot understand how God created the universe, 

but we can know why. The answer is made known to us, when we draw closer to him. 

It was also through Jesus, that heaven was opened for us. Peter Kreeft shares his thoughts 

about Jesus’ words from the Cross, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” [Matt. 27:46]. 
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Kreeft wrote, “at that moment, the experience of joy between Jesus and his Father was split like 

an atom. At that moment Jesus felt what hell was like: to be utterly forsaken of God.” 

The first person formally to recognize Christ as king was a condemned criminal. He 

captured the Lord’s Heart with that humble request: Jesus, remember me when you come into 

your kingdom. 

This man was able to grasp the real meaning of Christ’s kingship, of his innocence, while 

being the object of merciless mocking from a condemning crowd. He believed somehow, that 

Jesus would reign, even after his death. 

The dying criminal crucified with Jesus, accepted his own imminent death as just 

payment for his crimes. He showed signs of repentance and made an act of faith in him. And this 

appears to be enough for Jesus, for he says, "Amen, I say to you, today you will be with me in 

Paradise." 

These are the words we all long to hear one day. “today you will be with me in Paradise." 

These words are empty when coming from one who has no authority, but they are charged with 

power, when spoken by the King of the Universe. 

The highpoint of the Eucharistic Prayer at Mass is when the priest and deacon raise the 

body and blood of Christ to the Father, and the priest says, “Through him, and with him, and in 

him, O God, almighty Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is yours, for 

ever and ever.” We worship the Father through his Son, Our Lord Jesus Christ, the King of the 

Universe. 

As you approach Jesus, to receive him in Holy Communion, remember that you are about 

to receive the King of the Universe in your body and soul. You are about to receive Jesus, who 

was not only present at the moment the universe came into being. You are receiving whom the 

universe was created through and whom it was created for. We cannot know how this can be, but 

we can know why. 

When you receive Jesus in Holy Communion, you are also receiving the same Jesus, who 

lived and walked amongst humanity 2,000 years ago. We cannot know how this can be, but we 

can know why. 

When we receive Jesus in Holy Communion, we are receiving Jesus, who by the power 

of the Holy Spirit, is made truly present today, in the bread and wine consecrated through his 

ordained priests. 
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Parishes in our diocese were recently asked to preach on vocations. We are each called to 

know and do God’s will, some to religious life, some as laity, and some to ordained life. Let each 

of us each pray regularly for young men in our community to be open to discern God’s will and 

the priesthood. For with no priests, we have no Eucharist. 

 


